English

The history of THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS is, thus far, relatively short, but there should be no doubt; this is just the beginning. 

The story begins in early 2000 in Karlstad, Sweden as Robert Stålbro (vocals/guitar) alone records a two song demo. A full year passed before Stålbro played the tracks for Joakim Johansson (guitar) and the two saw great potential laying within this mere demo; something more had to be done with these songs. The idea was planted and they knew it was time to form a band. Having been in contact with two extremely talented musicians, Christian Jernbro (drums) and Fredrik Nilsson (bass), the two didn't have to think very long over who would fill in the gaps in their emerging ensemble. With that, THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS was born in August 2001.

A month later on September 28th 2001, The National Anthems performed their first gig headlining at the "Arena" in Karlstad. They played to 500 people and recieved brilliant reviews in the local press.

In May 2002, The National Anthems recorded their first demo as a band and were able to keep it in the family with drummer Christian Jernbro producing and engineering these first five songs.

That July saw the Anthems playing one of Sweden's most popular music festivals, the ARVIKA-FESTIVALEN, which draws about 15 000 visitors. Once again, overwhelming reviews poured in.
In September 2002 DEEP ELM RECORDS (USA) contacted The National Anthems to offer the four-piece a chance to contribute a song to their Emo Diaries Compilation series. Without hesitation The Anthems accepted and the song "My Picture" was featured on "Sad Songs Remind Me" (Emo Diaries #9).

With so much happening so quickly, The National Anthems realized they were in need of a record label and contacted DEFIANCE RECORDS early in 2002. Defiance was immediately impressed and eager to add the Anthems to their roster. The label and the band quickly struck up just the sort of open and clear dialogue the National Anthems were searching for in a label and the deal was official in December 2002. 

In May 2003 The National Anthems will hit RFM Studios in
Karlstad, Sweden, to record their debut-album with Ola Sonmark, producing.
Before the album was released the band did a three week tour in Europe as support act for labelmates Miracle of 86 from New York. They returned to Sweden with lots of exprerience, ready to give birth to “Before the storm” wich was released in the beginning of September. The album recieved a lot of good reviews, both in Sweden and other countries.

Right after the release Christian Jernbro chose to leave the band but he was quickly replaced by the also very talanted Henrik Gillgren, a long time friend of the band and former drummer of other local bands.
A couple of months later, in December 2003, it was time to tour again. This time two successful weeks were spend on the roads of Europe, including some shows together with uprising German rock band Cosmic Casino and the American singer/songwriter Kevin Devine.
During their first years The National Anthems has shown that they have a lot of potential, how far that’ll take them is something the future will tell... 
